
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                  
January 13 - 17,  2020 
 

Voices for Jesus CANCELLED Sunday, 1/19 
This Sunday's Voices for Jesus singing date, originally 
scheduled for Eternal Love Lutheran Church this Sunday, 
Jan. 19th, has been cancelled. 
 

  
Forensics 
The Third Annual Forensics Team is organizing.  An 
introductory packet was sent home with each student in 
grades 5-8.  Please discuss the opportunity for your SVLS 
student to join the Forensics Team.  Forensics is when 
students use their public speaking skills to present 
interpretive prose, poetry, storytelling, persuasive speech, 
four minute speech, demonstration speech, solo acting, and 
play acting to an audience for which they are judged.  A 
letter of commitment found on the second page of the 
information sheets needs to be returned by Thursday, 
January 9th so that students may work on their 
selections.  Forensics is coached during the school day on 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  The coaches are Mrs. 
Kasten and Mrs. Root. 
 
Kindergarten Roundup 
Our Kindergarten Roundup is next week Tuesday, January 
21, at 6:30 p.m. This no-commitment informational event is 
intended for families who will have a kindergarten student 
next school year to get information about SVLS. Questions 
can be directed toward Mr. Steinmetz.  
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SVLS Ski Trip 
If your family or 
child would like to 
go on the Ski Trip 
for Saturday, 
February 1, 
please sign up 
soon. In order to 
cover the bus, we 
need 40 people 
(grades 1+). You 
can register now 
without payment, 
and payment is due by January 25th. A sign-up sheet and 
waiver was included in last week's Partnership Post. Please 
direct any questions to Amanda Marks 
(am070410@gmail.com). If you are having difficulty signing 
up online, email Amanda and she will get it done for you. 
 
After School Transportation 
Just a reminder that if your child(ren) will be going home in 
a way that's different from the normal routine, please send a 
note to their teacher(s) indicating what's going to happen. 
Unless we have written permission from you (note or 
email), we can't release your children to an unauthorized 
person or agency. With regard to busing, children can only 
ride the bus home if they are bus eligible. To find out if your 
children are bus eligible, please contact Lamers for 
Menasha and Kimberly school districts (920-832-8800), or 
contact Pastor Szep for Mid Valley busing. 

        

Worship at Bethel 
920-725-1822-English 
920-840-5490-Espanol 
Sunday Worship-English 
8:00 & 10:30 am 
Los Domingos Misa-Espanol 
12:00pm 
 

Worship at St. Luke 
920-788-4408 
 Wednesday at  6:30pm      
 Sunday at 9:00am 
 
 

Worship at Mt. Calvary 
920-731-4001 
Thursday at 6:30pm 
Sunday at 9:00am in Menasha and 
6:30pm in Stockbridge 
 

THIS WEEK’S HOT LUNCH MENU day 
Mon Chicken Nuggets/Fries 
Tues Chicken Tacos/Corn 
Wed Noon dismissal 

Thurs MYO Sandwich  Ham, Turkey, Salami, Pepperoni 
Fri Beefy Mac and Cheese 

Assisting Parents 

in Bringing up their Children 

in the Training  

and Instruction of the Lord. 

WPCP (School Choice) Wisconsin Parental Choice 
Program 
Last week, we had a presentation on some of the more 
detailed aspects of WPCP, including income limits and 
eligibility, the application process, and other "what-ifs." If 
you were not able to attend the presentation but would 
like the presentation handouts, or if you have any 
questions related to School Choice, please talk with Mr. 
Steinmetz. 

mailto:am070410@gmail.com


The research is in. And it’s compel-
ling. Music lessons benefit chil-

dren. And teens. And college students. 
And middle-aged folks. And senior 
citizens. Music making provides  
cognitive, physical, behavioral, emo-
tional, and spiritual benefits. Are you 
considering music lessons for your 
child? Wrong question. Here’s the real 
question: Why wouldn’t you consider 
music lessons for your child?

The cognitive benefits of music  
education are well documented: 

• Researchers have found that one-
year-olds who participate in inter-
active music classes with their 
parents smile more, communicate 
better, and show earlier and more 
sophisticated brain responses to 
music.1

• Young musicians show advanced 
brain development and improved 
memory over children who do 
not take music lessons.2

• Musical training (specifically,  
keyboard/piano) trumps computer 
instruction in strengthening  

children’s abstract reasoning 
skills—necessary for learning 
math and science.3 

• Kindergartners who are given 
music instruction score signifi-
cantly higher on spatial-temporal 
skills tests than those who do not 
receive music training.4 

• First graders who received a daily 
dose of music instruction scored 
higher on creativity tests than 
a control group without music 
instruction.5

• Music education is a superior way 
to teach fractions.6 

• Elementary school students who 
study music are better readers than 
their nonmusician counterparts.7 

• Musical training helps under-
achievers catch up in reading and 
surpass their nonmusician peers 
in math.8 

• Secondary school students who 
report high levels of involvement 
in instrumental music over the 
middle and high school years show 
“significantly higher levels of math 

proficiency by grade 12.” The data 
holds true regardless of students’ 
socioeconomic status.9

There are physical advantages to 
being a musician too. Learning to  
play a musical instrument develops 
eye-hand coordination needed to learn 
handwriting.10 Senior citizens who 
took group keyboard lessons showed 
higher levels of human growth hor-
mone (HGH) than a control group 
whose members did not make music.11 
The most recent research indicates 
that playing an instrument or singing 
actually changes the brain. The musi-
cian’s brain is more capable than the 
nonmusician’s brain of comprehend-
ing speech in a noisy environment. 
Children with learning disabilities, 
who often have a hard time focus-
ing when there’s a lot of background 
noise, may be especially helped by 
music lessons.12

Still not convinced? Consider the 
effects the study of music has on 
behavior:

• “Studying music encourages self- 
discipline and diligence, traits  
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that carry over into intellectual 
pursuits and lead to effective 
study and work habits.”13

• A 1999 Columbia University 
study found that students in the 
arts were more cooperative with 
teachers and peers, more self- 
confident, and better able to express 
their ideas. These benefits existed 
across socioeconomic levels.14

• College admissions officers admit 
that applicants who participate in 
music have an advantage. They 
claim that musicians are better at 
managing their time and are more 
creative and expressive than their 
nonmusician peers.15 

• One study concluded that college 
student musicians are emotionally 
healthier than their nonmusician 
counterparts.16

• Besides reducing stress17 and job 
burnout, playing a musical instru-
ment helps to curb loneliness and 
depression in older people.18

Musicians have an outlet for their 
emotions. Playing an instrument or 
singing can be especially valuable to 
those who find it difficult to express 
their thoughts and feelings. The  
adage “Music provides a window to 
the soul” is apt. The “tuned-in” listener 
knows precisely how the musician is 
feeling. Music unites too. My politi-
cally divided hometown lays its differ-
ences aside at Concerts on the Square. 
Amazingly, most music transcends  
the barriers of race, culture, society, 
education, and class.

There are spiritual benefits to both 
playing and hearing music too. When 
young David played his harp for Saul, 
“relief would come to Saul; he would 
feel better, and the evil spirit would 
leave him” (1 Samuel 16:23). The 
psalmist David wrote, “My heart, O 

God, is steadfast; I will sing and make 
music with all my soul” (Psalm 108:1). 
A sainted professor once told his class 
that he often played hymns on the 
piano when he felt Satan’s attacks. 

Martin Luther said it too: “I have no 
pleasure in any man who despises 
music. It is no invention of ours: it is a 
gift of God. I place it next to theology. 
Satan hates music: he knows how it 
drives the evil spirit out of us.” Playing 
or singing hymns that convey the 
truths of God’s Word brings comfort, 
hope, and healing to the soul.

What is one of the best benefits 
(I arguably call it the highest good) 
of music lessons? Your child may have 
the opportunity/thrill/privilege of using 
that gift of music in public worship 
(whether in Sunday school, Lutheran 
elementary school, or church), to the 
praise and glory of the benevolent God 
who endowed your child with that 
talent. The next generation of church 
musicians is nurtured and encouraged 
by parents—like you—who see the Big 
Picture. They know we need skilled 
musicians, particularly organists and 
pianists, to lead us as we sing those 
“psalms, hymns and songs from the 
spirit” (Ephesians 5:19) until Jesus 
returns or calls us home.

The bottom line is that 85 percent 
of Americans wish they could play 
a musical instrument. Don’t let your 
child become a part of this statistic! 
For all the right reasons, parents, 
encourage your child to take music 
lessons! 

Karen Janke Hunter was blessed with parents who 
recognized the value of piano lessons long before the 
research was done. She and her husband, Pastor 
Randy Hunter, reside in Middleton, Wisconsin. 
God has blessed them with three children.


